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| General Aspects \

How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private,
indigenous, etc.)? What is the percentage for each classification?

= Federal forests : 4%, State forests of the Lander : 29%, Communal
forests : 19%, Privately owned forests : 48% (with half of these
covering less than 20 hectares)

- How do you dassify forests by types (protected forest, production forest, etc.)?

= Forest Management in Germany is sustainable and multifunctional. Most
forests can be used also for harvesting timber.
- Forest area with natural forest development: 5.6% in total, 2% legally
ensured (2013)
- NATURA 2000 protected areas in forests: 2.7 million ha or 24% of the

forest area
- Forest protected areas with specific use restrictions: 1.9% of the forest area.

Who is in charge of the management of forests? Which department is in
charge of the system on Restriction of Illegal logging and Associate Trade,
and what is their contact information?

= This is depending on the ownership. Responsible for the control of the
forest owners in Germany are the forest authorities of the Lander
(Federal states).
- https://www.forstwirtschaft-in-deutschland.de/index.php?id=17&L=1

Responsible for the control of importers of timber and timber products is
the Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE)
- Contact : <Handel-mit-Holz@ble.de>

- Website : https://www.ble.de/DE/Themen/Wald-Holz/Handel-Holz/handel-holz_node.htmil




Aspects Related to Harvesting permission Licenses
and Permits

- Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the
specific articles?

* Including regions where harvesting is prohibited and timber species to be
protected

= There is a Federal Forest Law, which is providing the “framework” ,
regulating that the management of forest has to be sustainable and that
in order to change a forest area into another landuse you need a
permit. The details are regulated in the forest laws of the Lander
(Federal States), which for example may regulate the maximum size of
clearcuts.

What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest
ownership and types?

= No further requirements than sustainability. A forest owner does not
need a permit for harvesting timber in his forest but he is not allowed
to make clearcuts bigger than allowed by law or changing forest into
another landuse. Controls are done by the forest authority of the
respective Land.

- Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?
- How is the system managed?
- How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?

- Which ministry and institution in charge of this, and who is the person
in charge? Please inform their contact information.

= No.



I Aspects Related to Internationally Accepted Certification

- Do you apply Certification Systems (FM or CoC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

- What is the certification agency?
- How much is the forest area for such certifications?

= At present, about 7.3 million hectares (approx. 64% of the forest area)
are certified according to PEFC criteria and approximately 1.1 million
hectares (approx. 9% of the forest area) according to FSC criteria. Some
large forest owners are certified by both systems. The total certified
area in Germany is estimated to be approximately 8 million hectares
(due to some double certification).

I Mutually Recognized Certification through Bilateral Negotiation

Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove
legality of timber or timber products?

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification
system?

- What system or document verifies the certification details?
- How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?
- How much is the forest area for each certification system?

= No.



I Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification

Do you have your own distinct systems in Germany to prove legality of
timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability?

- How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products?
- How much is the forest area in which the systems are applied?
- Are those systems of Germany accepted in other countries?

= Like in other EU member states the EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) is
enforced in Germany to make sure no illegally harvested timber is put
on the market, neither by forest owners in Germany (The risk of illegal
harvesting within Germany is negligible anyhow.) nor by importers. As
the imports are controlled by our competent authority BLE (see above)
it can be said that for timber or timber products exported from
Germany the risk of illegal origin is negligible.
Information on EUTR:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/timber_regulation.htm



